1-018-001
COMMENT FORM | Your cc.)m.men.t ha.s been .noteq. The criteria us§d to route the_ .
Public Scoping Meetings transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
' available on the RUS website at:

| We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the . i L. .
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing

| today or mail by June 29, 2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of

I 55 L THEEKG. process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
| Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the . . L .
mailing list, please check the box below. utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

[] 1do not wish to be on the project mailing list
| . (/ ' / 7
T —— T erfer = Clpmes 27
I SR i :

| Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.

| O Project Purpose and Need

i [ Visual / Aesthetic resources

| [] Proximity to residences

| /R(Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation)
Water resources (floodplains, river crossings)
Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors)
Historic and cultural sites

Radio or television interference

Noise

Health and safety

B EEE EE

Other:

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of
| this project?

| - :
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If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses

of your property below:
/a{:riculture [ Residential [0 Conservation Easement
[0 commercial 0  Industrial [ other:

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.

In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recreational,
ect.) in the Project area and why?

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report

1-018 Kvittem, Reed
February 2010
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Hampton = Rochester » La Crosse 345 k¥ Transmission Project

In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed?

Please tell us how to reach you.

CONTACT INFORMATIC;y
Name: 4&?&{/ C//'fZ/EM
Representing (Optional):

Mailing Address: C;‘éw Yeo "S?[

City: Z/aﬁﬁmm =) State: #2A" Zip Codeﬁ 3
B07- frsrtezeos

Daytime Phone (Optional):

Public participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin permitting processes will be ongoing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing list, you
will be notified when opportunities to participate are being planned.

Please plan to continue your involvement in the process and provide your comments. We appreciate your
input.

1-018 Kvittem, Reed Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report

Appendix | February 2010



1-019-001
: Y . i ici
CoMMENT Form our comment has been note.d _Somloecm.womlc impacts to_ property
Public Scoping Meetings values affected by the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.

| We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the . . i
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS

today or mail by June 29, 2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of website at: http://WWW.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/els.htm. Comments on

! the project. Thank you.

the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
i Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the

mailing list, please check the box below. pUb"C&tiOﬂ.

[] !do not wish to be on the project mailing list

| Whilchi mesting did youatisna?__ {LXimé MMQ/O

i P[ease check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.
! )‘Zf Project Purpose and Need

| % Visual / Aesthetic resources

i Proximity to residences

| Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation)

| Water resources (floodplains, river crossings)

Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors)

| ‘ hﬁ Historic and cultural sites

[ '/\E]; Radio or television interference

| ':;ﬁNoise

| 7@\Zealth and safety

tows-oot| orer [Mla Oroperk  valwe Wil on o[ow/)
i J ] ! \J U

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of
! th prOJect"

| 2o ple Cm& Shae i %«w\ hae M
1 and pd Tl feaad —Sond guba F

Hampton » Rochester = La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project

1-019 Lystrom, Donna Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
Appendix | February 2010



If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses

of your property below:
/&j Residential [ conservation Easement

/Z]’ Other: (@%c s

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.

W e boM&uF pmm ar o (eiead v
View T4 ol Puin i+ fYZu\/ﬁ'ea/fﬂ/

ﬁ Agriculture

[ Commercial [=] Industrial

In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recreational,
ect.) in the Project area and why?
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I1-019-002

1-019 Lystrom, Donna
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1-019-002

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
February 2010



Hampton = Rochester = La Crosse 345 KV Transmission Project

I-019-003

In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project
adequately explained? If not, what additional iryormation is needed?

Vud W wndoamnd! Nopne wants Jo
Joo K _ad Q’Mweﬂ/’m-

T S o aluad fae  F
ot bt S e WUJLM@) Al

Please tell us how to reach you.
CONTACT INFORMATION
Name:(bon Nec L—\-! 5{77) 28)
Representing (Optional):
Mailing Address: | 7 Ololp [ verest feedh

City: ;}/’Zufﬁ/l [/[0\/‘15\4 State: /7/7/7 Zip Code.ﬁb}s'
Daytime Phone (Ooptional): %3 4 5 ] = ? ? /3

Public participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin permitting processes will be ongoing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing list, you
will be notified when opportunities to participate are being planned.

Please plan to continue your involvement in the process and provide your comments. We appreciate your
input.

1-019 Lystrom, Donna
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1-019-003
Your comment has been noted. Alternatives to the project will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
February 2010



CommENT Form

Delivering electricity you can rely on

We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the USDA RUS
Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form today or mail by June 29,
2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of the project. Thank you. -

Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the mailing list,
please check the box below.

[] 1do not wish to be on the project mailing list

Which meeting did you attend? \70%;1,(/&1‘) H 7 9«% Ll _200Z

Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.
Project Purpose and Need

Visual / Aesthetic resources

Proximity to residences

Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation)

Water resources (floodplains, river crossings)

Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors)

Historic and cultural sites

OORORROO

Radio or television interference
[# Noise

[ Health and safety

[ Other:

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of this
project?

Hampton = Rochester = La Crosse 345kV Transmission Project
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[-020-001

Your comment has been noted. Conservation easements and other
existing types of property arrangements are evaluated by the applicant
during the routing and siting phase of the project.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on

Delivering electricity you can rely on

If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses of your the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
property below: i )
Agriculture [B Residential [0 Conservation Easement pUb ication.
[J Commercial [ Industrial [ Other:
Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be considered
I-020-001
I-020-004
I-020-003
In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recreational, ect.) in
the Project area and why?
I-020-005
1-020 Maxwell, Vivian Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report

Appendix | February 2010



1-020-002

Hampton = Rochester » La Crosse 345kV Transmission Project

In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project adequately
explained? If not, what additional information is needed?

Please tell us how to reach you.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: //;;utJ M %I‘/A/CLK
Representing (Optional):
Mailing Address: 720 Hok_ #¢

City:(@)za’}’l&dﬂ state: Y/ 7] Zip Code: 560
Daytime Phone (Optional): _<27. $4/.5_ 248 4

Public participation for the Federal, Mii and Wi i will be ing for the
Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345kV Transmission Project. If you s:gn up for the mailing list, you will be notified
when opportunities to participate are being planned.

Please plan to i your i in the pi and provide your comments. We appreciate your input.

1-020 Maxwell, Vivian

Appendix |

[-020-002

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and
livestock health and safety with regard to EMF will be addressed in the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-020-003
Your comment has been noted. Please refer to comment response I-
020-002.

[-020-004

Your letter/comment card has been noted. In addition to health and
safety, potential impacts to the aesthetic quality of the areas surrounding
the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

[-020-005

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to recreational
resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
February 2010



1-021-002

1-021-001 |

CapX2020 Environmental Concerns

Section B32 of the proposed CapX power line runs along the southern border
of our property. The entire area of which consists of woods and a fencerow. The
fencerow is a stand of 100-year-old oak trees. These trees, along with a wide swatch
of grass underneath, have been left undisturbed for years and for good reason. It
provides habitat for pheasants, deer, turkeys and birds. Bees nest in multiple trees
and migrating Monarch butterflies use it to rest during migration. Sitting high on a
ridge, the fencerow provides a much-needed windbreak to prevent land erosion.

We purchased this land in 1996. Shortly after purchase we enrolled the land
in the Minnesota Land Stewardship program. Our desire to protect this land was our
intent, and now more than ever remains our passion. In our opinion, optional routes
along roads and exiting easements should be used for the proposed power line.

Consider the current environmental conditions. Bee’s; a vital link in our
existence are on the decline. Pheasants find fewer places to inhabit due to fewer
fencerows and a decline in CRP acres. Think about all the efforts and money spent
by the ASCS to limit land erosion. Groups like Pheasants Forever, Ducks Unlimited
and the Sierra club, donate large amounts of time and dollars to protect and provide
habitat. Who hasn’t been exposed to today’s hottest buzzwords, “ Going Green” and “
environmentally friendly”?

To ignore such efforts and build a power line forever destroying vital habitat
would be a shame. To hold public environmental meetings only to proceed without
total regard to public interest would be hypocrisy. To disrupt the ecosystem when
other options are available would demonstrate profound irresponsibility.

“To keep every cog and wheel is the first precaution of intelligent thinking”.
Aldo Leopold.

Daniel & Jane McCann
55743 299th Ave.
Millville MN 55957

1-021 McCann, Daniel and Jane
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[-021-001

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

[-021-002

Your comment has been noted. Conservation easements and other
existing types of property arrangements are evaluated by the applicant
during the routing and siting phase of the project.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement is will be available on the
RUS website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments
on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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36885 County 24 Blvd
Dennison, MN 55018
June 17, 2009

MS Stephanie Strength

Environmental Protection Specialist
United States Department of Agriculture
Rural Utilities Service

Engineering and Environmental Staff
1400 Independence Avenue SW

Stop 1571

Washington, DC 20250-1571

Dear MS Strength:

Attached is a document 1 prepared describing how electric transmission lines affect the various
farming practices. Many of the decision makers do not have a farm background, so I thought it
was important to explain in detail a farmer’s point of view.

1 am a retired federal employee living on our home farm. I was the Minnesota state design
engineer for the Soil Conservation Service, USDA; retiring after 32 years of service. The agency
is known as the Natural Resource Conservation Service.

If you have any further questions on my written concerns and observations, please give me a call.
My telephone number is 507-789-6765. We need to protect our clean water and good cropland
because hard working farmers are trying to provide a reliable food and bio-fuel supply while
protecting the innumerable fragile natural resources of our community.

Sincerely,

Howard C. Midje

\:\)n \W LR Y 5%\34\' ﬂw 9

1-022 Midje, Howard
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I1-022-005

I1-022-006

1-022-001

Interruption of Farm Practices
Place CapX2020 electric transmission lines on road right-of-ways. stay away from fields and do

not cut across farms. If USDA federal funds through the Rural Utilities Service are used to
finance this reach of the transmission line, the agricultural resources of the area and the
productive land on our family farms should be strictly protected.

We are Louise and Howard Midje who farm in Warsaw township, Goodhue County. We have
two parcels which transect continuously one and one-half miles perpendicular to one of the
alternative CAPX2020 transmission line. We will discuss how a transmission line across our
property will interrupt most of our farming practices. It is extremely important that when
selecting the line location to not divide farms! The farm property lines should be strictly
observed. The practices of concern are as follows:

1. Contour Terraces

We have approximately 76 acres with contour terraces. There are four parallel terraces about 1/3
mile long. These terraces have a 228 foot spacing from terrace channel to channel. This yields
individual fields 184 feet wide by 1/3 mile long. When we built these terraces in 2001, at a cost
of about $24,000, they were designed for a 12 row corn planter with 30 inch spacing. This
means that each individual field could be planted with 6 passes of the planter or 3 full rounds.
Since that time, our renter has now switched to a 24 row planter with the same row spacing.

This now means he makes 3 passes or | % rounds between each terrace. The latest trend now is
36 row planters which means 2 passes or one round between the parallel terraces. The new John
Deere 36 row planter has a price tag of $240,000 and a tractor large enough to pull it costs
$250,000 with GPS guidance system. This leads up to my guestion. What do Ido ifa
CAPX2020 grid power pole is placed within the 184 foot wide field between the individual
terraces? Icannot cross the terrace because the ridge is too high. The 24 row planter is nearly
too wide to turn around in the 184 feet, not to think about a 36 row planter. The only other
alternative is to abandoned the entire field 184 feet by 1/3 mile between two terraces.

2. Tile Drainage

Most of the farm land in southern Minnesota has tile drainage as a conservation practice. The
tile drains may be on individual farms or may be part of a group drainage system encompassing
several farms. It yet remains the most profitable practice for farmers to use to increase crop
production. The tile systems are put in as random or grid systems. Both systems use a herring
bone layout with parallel lines spaced from to 70 to 90 feet depending on the soil type. Most of
the laterals in the systems are 4 to 5 inch diameter with an installation cost of about one dollar
per foot. The tiles are generally 42 to 48 inches deep. Tile mains may be as large as 10 to 12
inches or larger. Installation of these cost five dollars a foot or more. When CAPX2020
purchases easements 175 feet wide, they are assured to affect tile lines whether they be laterals
or mains. Heavy construction equipment can crush the tile lines. Foundation footings for towers
can certainly block an existing line. What happens when a tile line is blocked? A blow hole
develops in the field above the blockage. The pressure in the blocked tile builds up because of
the pressure from water in the tile from up the hill or slope on the farm. This will soon build up 2
pressure great enough to blow out a hole above the plug. These holes are generally 10 to 15 feet
in diameter and four feet deep. Heavy delivery, gravel and concrete truck cause excessive soil
loading that would crush the lines. Large farm equipment is also very heavy but has a much

1-022 Midje, Howard

Appendix |

[-022-001

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to agricultural

resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments will

be solicited after its publication.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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1-022-001

1-022-002 |

1-022-007 |

1-022-003

greater foot print under the tires. The larger the foot print under a vehicle the lower the pressure
under the tires in pounds per square inch. Farm equipment is designed to minimize the pressure
to compact the soil. This is why rubber tracked tractors are becoming more popular. The
mentioned blow holes in the field can cause much damage to farm equipment. When one is
harvesting corn with a 12 row header on a large combine at 5 to 6 miles per hour, it is impossible
to see these blow holes before you are in it. The cost to fill the blow hole and repair the tile is
not that great, but the repair of $300,000 combine can be prohibitive. How do we determine the
cost of such problems attributed to CAPX 175 foot easements?

3. Center Pivot Irrigation.

Much of Dakota Counties farm land is or will soon be irrigated with center pivot irrigation
systems. Cap X 2020 transmission lines will certainly disrupt or prevent one from installing a
center pivot irrigation system. Not using irrigation systems on lighter soils or soils with sandy or
gravely subsoils reduce the potential of increasing your crop yields. In today’s market, with
increasing input costs for crop production, every farmer has to maximize his profit margin. We
personally have been lucky that we haven’t needed irrigation, but as global warming continues
more and more farmers may see the need for irrigation. With the climate change, new crop
management technigues, government regulation of water usage and changes in crops that we may
raise; farmers will find that the grid power poles will make it unacceptable to use irrigation. This
will be the demise of the farmer’s operation and the loss of his farm’s value for agriculture.

4. GPS Guidance Control of Modern Equipment

Global Positioning Systems (GPS) is the latest in farm machinery guidance systems. Large
farmers are using this system for its” efficient control tillage equipment. The farmer will drive
the tractor for the first outside round of the field and set the proper coordinates, from this point
on, the tractor guides its self until the field is completed. The main reason it improves efficiency
is because the farmer can set the overlap from one pass of the tillage equipment. This overlap
can set down to 6 or even 3 inches, depending on the accuracy of the system. The more accurate
a system is, the more the initial cost of the guidance system. An example of this is our renter,
whose Father celebrated his 80™ birthday last fall. After the boundary of the field is fed into the
system, this happy grandfather rides in the tractor drinking coffee and listening to the radio until
the field is complete. This system is also used when planting row crops on irregular shaped
fields. When the field is nearly complete and you end up on point rows; the system will shut off
consecutively planter rows where it begins to over seed adjacent rows. This is a real cfficiency
to save on wasted seed. Harvest time is when GPS is also used. When the combine harvests a
crop, it records the yield though the field in relation to the location in the field. This data is then
used the following spring to regulate the rate of fertilizer application.

The GPS system will not identify items in the middle of a field such as a Cap X transmission
tower. It will also not identify any movable objects in the field such as another tractor or truck in
the field. This is why Grandpa has to ride in the cab and look out for such objects or identify
trouble with the equipment. Also when a combine has to stop to go around an object in the field
such as power poles, it disrupts the flow of grain through the system, the measurement of the
yield per acre will not be accurate resulting in inaccurate fertilizer placement the following

spring.

The question we do not have an answer for is: “Does the electromagnetic field gencrated by the
electric transmission lines affect the operation of the GPS guidance system of the farm

1-022 Midje, Howard
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1-022-002
Your letter/lcomment card has been noted. Please refer to comment
response 1-022-001.

[-022-003

Your comment has been noted. Interference with electrical equipment
caused by the transmission lines will be addressed with individual
landowners if the problem arises.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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1-022-003 |

1-022-008 |

1-022-004

machinery? The manufacturers of agricultural GPS guidance systems tell us that electrical
transmission lines and petroleum pipe lines energized to detect leaks can interfere with GPS
guidance systems. How does a farmer determine the cost of damages caused by the transmission
lines on his property when he relies on GPS guidance systems?

5. Effects of Livestock

‘We do not have any livestock on our farm, but many of our neighbers do. It is well known that
stray current has an effect of livestock in confinement. Grazing livestock in pastures are also
affected by the electromagnet field generated by the overhead transmission lines. Research work
has been done in Germany where numerous transmission lines run in the east-west direction.
The research has been done by a team directed by Hynek Burda and Sabine Begall. I’m sure
many of our neighbors with livestock have additional information on the effects on livestock.

Summary

In summary, I would like to bring to your attention to a picture I found (see the following page)
with a caption that reads:

WHAT A DAY
A Tangled Mess
Despite a wide-open field and ideal spring conditions
this seeding rig found itself snarled amongst power
lines. Planting came to a halt as well as the electrical
supply of those on the power grid.

Obviously the GPS guidance system failed within the electromagnetic field or the hired help
failed to estimate the width of his equipment. This raises an other question! How high should a
farmer raise his liability insurance to cover an accident, such as this when his hired operator
knocks down a power grid pole. Keep in mind, the farming businesses are now operating on a
small margin of profit.

How does a farmer determine the total cost of the interference to his farm practices due to the

presence of the electric transmission line on his farm? Does he have any other viable option than
to have CapX2020 buy his/her entire farming operation?

By: Howard C. Midje 6-9-09
Minnesota State Design Engineer, Retired - Soil Conservation Service, USDA
Presently: Natural Resource Conservation Service NRCS - USDA

1-022 Midje, Howard

Appendix |

1-022-004

Your comment has been noted. RUS anticipates that the CapX2020
Utilities would pay for land rights based on an independent appraisal and
will work with property owners to negotiate easement payments after the
permitting process.

[-022-005

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

1-022-006

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

[-022-007

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to social and economic
resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

1-022-008
Your letter/comment card has been noted. Please refer to comment
response 1-022-007.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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Interruption of Farm Practices
Place CapX2020 electric transmission lines on road right-of-ways, stay away from fields and do

not cut across farms. If USDA federal funds through the Rural Utilities Service are used to
finance this reach of the transmission line, the agricultural resources of the arca and the
productive land on our family farms should be strictly protected.

We are Louise and Howard Midje who farm in Warsaw township, Goodhue County. We have
two parcels which transect continuously one and one-half miles perpendicular to one of the
alternative CAPX2020 transmission line. We will discuss how a transmission line across our
property will interrupt most of our farming practices. It is extremely important that when
selecting the line location to not divide farms! The farm property lines should be strictly
observed. The practices of concern are as follows:

1. Contour Terraces

We have approximately 70 acres with contour terraces. There are four paralle] terraces about 1/3
mile fong. These terraces have a 22§ foot spacing from terrace channel to channel. This yields
individual fields 184 feet wide by 1/3 mile long. When we built these terraces in 2001, at a cost
of about $24,000, they were designed for a 12 row com planter with 30 inch spacing. This
means that each individual field could be planted with 6 passes of the planter or 3 full rounds.
Since that time, our renter has now switched to a 24 row planter with the same row spacing.
This now means he makes 3 passes or 1 % rounds between each terrace. The latest trend now is
36 row planters which means 2 passes ot one round between the parallel terraces. The new John
Deere 36 row planter has a price tag of $240,000 and a tractor large enough to pull it costs
$250,000 with GPS guidance system. This leads up to my guestion. What do I do ifa
CAPX2020 grid power pole is placed within the 184 foot wide field between the individual
terraces? I cannot cross the terrace because the ridge is too high. The 24 row planter is nearly
too wide to turn around in the 184 feet, not to think about a 36 row planter. The only other
alternative is to abandoned the cntire field 184 feet by 1/3 mile between two terraces.

2. Tile Drainage

Most of the farm land in southern Minnesota has tile drainage as a conservation practice. The
tile drains may be on individual farms or may be part of a group drainage system encompassing
several farms. It yet remains the most profitable practice for farmers to use to increase crop
production. The tile systems are put in as random or grid systems. Both systems use a herring
bone layout with parallel lines spaced from to 70 to 9¢ feet depending on the soil type. Most of
the laterals in the systems are 4 to 5 inch diameter with an installation cost of about one dollar
per foot. The tiles are generally 42 to 48 inches deep. Tile mains may be as large as 19 to 12
inches or larger. Installation of these cost five dollars a foot or more. When CAPX2020
purchases easements 175 feet wide, they are assured to affect tile lines whether they be laterals
or mains. Heavy construction equipment can crush the tile lines. Foundation footings for towers
can certainly block an existing line. What happens when a tile line is blocked? A blow hole
develops in the field above the blockage. The pressure in the blocked tile builds up because of
the pressure from water in the tile from up the hill or slope on the farm. This will soon build up a
pressure great enough to blow out a hole above the plug. These holes are generally 10 to 15 feet
in diameter and four feet deep. Heavy delivery, gravel and concrete truck cause excessive soil
loading that would crush the lines. Large farm equipment is also very heavy but has a much
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greater foot print under the tires. The larger the foot print under a vehicle the lower the pressure
under the tires in pounds per square inch. Farm equipment is designed to minimize the pressure
to compact the soil. This is why rubber tracked tractors are becoming more popular. The
mentioned blow holes in the field can cause much damage to farm equipment. When one is
harvesting corn with a 12 row header on a large combine at 5 to 6 miles per hour, it is impossible
to see these blow holes before you are in it. The cost to fill the blow hole and repair the tile is
not that great, but the repair of $300,000¢ combine can be prohibitive. How do we determine the
cost of such problems attributed to CAPX 175 foot easements?

Much of Dakota Counties farm land is or will soon be irrigated with center pivot irrigation
systems. Cap X 2020 transmission lines will certainly disrupt or prevent one from installing a
center pivot irrigation system. Not using irrigation systems on lighter soils or soils with sandy or
gravely subsoils reduce the potential of increasing your crop yields. In today’s market, with
increasing input costs for crop production, every farmer has to maximize his profit margin. We
personally have been Iucky that we haven’t needed irrigation, but as global warming continues
more and more farmers may see the need for irrigation. With the climate change, new crop
management techniques, government regulation of water usage and changes in crops that we may
raise; farmers will find that the grid power poles will make it unacceptable to use irrigation. This

will be the demise of the farmer’s aperation and the loss of his farm’s value for agriculture.
4. GPS Guidance Control of Modern Equipment

Global Positioning Systems (GPS) is the latest in farm machinery guidance systems. Large
farmers are using this system for its’ efficient control tillage equipment. The farmer will drive
the tractor for the first outside round of the field and set the proper coordinates, from this point
on, the tractor guides its self until the field is completed. The main reason it improves efficiency
is because the farmer can set the overlap from one pass of the tillage equipment. This overlap
can set down to 6 or even 3 inches, depending on the accuracy of the system. The more accurate
a system is, the more the initial cost of the guidance system. An example of this is our renter,
whose Father celebrated his 80" birthday last fall. After the boundary of the field is fed into the
system, this happy grandfather rides in the tractor drinking coffee and listening to the radio until
the field is complete. This system is also used when planting row crops on irregular shaped
fields. When the field is nearly complete and you end up on point rows; the system will shut off
consecutively planter rows where it begins to over seed adjacent rows. This is a real efficiency
to save on wasted seed. Harvest time is when GPS is also used. When the combine harvests a
crop, it records the yield though the field in relation to the location in the field. This data is then
used the following spring to regulate the rate of fertilizer application.

The GPS system will not identify items in the middle of a ficld such as a Cap X transmission
tower. Tt will also not identify any movable objects in the field such as another tractor or truck in
the field. This is why Grandpa has to ride in the cab and look out for such objects or identify
trouble with the equipment. Also when a combine has to stop to go around an object in the field
such as power poles, it disrupts the flow of grain through the system, the measurement of the
yield per acre will not be accurate resulting in inaccurate fertilizer placement the following
spring.

The question we do not have an answer for is: “Does the electromagnetic ficld generated by the
electric transmission lines affect the operation of the GPS guidance system of the farm
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machinery? The manufacturers of agricultural GPS guidance systems tell us that electrical
transmission lines and petroleum pipe lines energized to detect leaks can interfere with GPS
guidance systems. How does a farmer determine the cost of damages caused by the transmission
lines on his property when he relies on GPS guidance systems?

5. Effects of Livestock

‘We do not have any livestock on our farm, but many of our neighbors do. It is well known that
stray current has an effect of livestock in confinement. Grazing livestock in pastures are also
affected by the electromagnet field generated by the overhead iransmission lines. Research work
has been done in Germany where numerous transmission lines run in the east-west direction.

The research has been done by a team directed by Hynek Burda and Sabine Begall. I’'m sure
many of our neighbors with livestock have additional information on the effects on livestock.

Summary

In summary, I would like to bring to your attention to a picture I found (see the following page)
with a caption that reads:

WHAT A DAY
A Tangled Mess
Despite a wide-open field and ideal spring conditions
this seeding rig found itself snarled amongst power
lincs. Planting came to a halt as well as the electrical
supply of those on the power grid.

Obvicusly the GPS guidance system failed within the electromagnetic field or the hired help
failed to estimate the width of his equipment. This raises an other question! How high should a
farmer raise his liability insurance to cover an accident, such as this when his hired operator
knocks down a power grid pole. Keep in mind, the farming businesses are now operating on a
small margin of profit.

How does a farmer determine the total cost of the interference to his farm practices due to the
presence of the electric transmission line on his farm? Does he have any other viable option than
to have CapX2020 buy his/her entirc farming operation?

By: Howard C. Midje 6-9-09
Minnesota State Design Engineer, Retired - Soil Conservation Service, USDA
Presently: Natural Resource Conservation Service NRCS - USDA
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| We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form

' today or mail by June 29, 2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of

| the project. Thank you.

| Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the
mailing list, please check the box below.

[ Ido not wish to be on the project mailing list

| Which meeting did you attend? 22w/ /6 o) /Hw  — £ -sE-05

| Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.
| | Project Purpose and Need

| E& Visual / Aesthetic resources

Proximity to residences

Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation)
Water resources (floodplains, river crossings)
Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors)
Historic and cultural sites

Radio or television interference

Noise

Health and safety

Other:

ORNOOEOR R

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of
| this project?

Hampton = Rochester = La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project
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I1-023-001

I1-023-004

If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses
of your property below:

m Agriculture ] Conservation Easement

E Residential

[l Commercial E Industrial [ Other:

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.

}7441 mgwﬂaﬂm”/ fawlmmzi e
/&MMAHQ»K wmww,ﬁé

In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recreational,
ect.) in the Project area and why?

MMM

tnﬁﬂa‘ﬂwé—;\h Wﬁwwiﬂ@éfﬁmd/éb? Z e ler
- 7 7
MA—»«O
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Your comment has been noted. Conservation easements and other
existing types of property arrangements are evaluated by the applicant
during the routing and siting phase of the project.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.
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[-023-002

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and
livestock health and safety with regard to EMF will be addressed in the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed?

- BN REEY TN L SRS P S 1-023-003
1-023-003 Q&E\;z‘,@ 2 Bl AL it o A Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
1-023-002 » ’ ¢ = A < transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
/ﬁaﬁ,«cfrﬁ% }/m Ett o fl it Loerldor g, available on the RUS website at:
gﬁé%ﬁ i AT P A N B é%,ﬁ YL, http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
ey B %7 Ll ol 87 ity K process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

ﬂi%wadﬂuf%%,_ﬁ@ The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.
1-023-004
Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and
livestock health and safety with regard to EMF will be addressed in the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

Please tell us how to reach you.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: Lee A Nhve,

Representing (Optional):

Mailing Address: Po.Bey o4

City: Dwuice State: 72/ Zip Code:” > ¥<o

Daytime Phone (Optional): DT~ D3 —24 il

Public participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin permitting processes will be ongoing for

the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing list, you

will be notified when opportunities to participate are being planned.

..'_"nlszf-e plan to continue your involvement in the process and provide your comments. We appreciate your

1-023 Nauss, Lee Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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[-024-001

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://lwww.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing

| We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form

| today or mail by June 29, 2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

the project. Thank you. . . . .
| The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
| Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the

et et plsasscheniciieBoxbelow: utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.
[] 1do not wish to be on the project mailing list
The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on

| Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting. the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
| O Project Purpose and Need publication.

| $ Visual / Aesthetic resources

i Which meeting did you attend? _ e Ha} Ao P lainuvienw

| ﬁg. Proximity to residences

Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation)
Water resources (floodplains, river crossings)
Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors)
Historic and cultural sites

Radio or television interference

Noise

Health and safety

Other:

BEEEBREEEB

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of
| this project?

| We |ie ]A k2 - W«Ca'j' OF CfH ” + /7 il ‘_\UV\’L/l‘ cﬂc CT»
| T ot r—reu.«Jw:./o eelupe. ﬂ/Uﬂ:D«-J ﬂhﬂle-
Mot will Le @ctronil Yloe +o Yo plopnc) 390 40 lire,

1-024-001 e f,,_qﬂw E) M il A J” QL,'L.» sttt e

| Kn4 M*— H”? /l'r—g_/-

| O‘H‘w T, l}z'_, +D VO s @ ay -+ etk
1'~a+ armm) ‘H-n._/ t’“&,l)mw:, “"i‘\? %L/ W%_?' fo éw:wé
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If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses
of your property below:

ﬂ] Agriculture

& Residential [ conservation Easement

[ Commercial

El Industrial [l other:

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.

In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recreational,
ect.) in the Project area and why?

1-024 Nordstrom, Michael and Cathlene
Appendix |
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In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed?

Please tell us how to reach you.
CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: MMJCHAEL 4 cADFEPE MNORDISTROM:

Representing (Optional):
SooYy

V/iOLA 2D ME
State: /’V'/d
Sv7 aSX-27/)2

Mailing Address:
City: _ ROCHESTE/L
Daytime Phone (Optional):

Zip Code: S5 706

Public participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin permitting pr will be ongoing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing list, you
will be notified when opportunities fo participate are being planned.

Please plan to co
input.

your invol t in the process and provide your comments. We appreciate your

1-024 Nordstrom, Michael and Cathlene
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ComMMENT Form

Public Scoping Meetings

| We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form

| today or mail by June 29, 2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of

| the project. Thank you.

| Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the
muailing list, please check the box below.

[[] Ido not wish to be on the project mailing list
| Which meeting did you attend? 471 644'5 )[3;

| Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.

| El Project Purpose and Need

| }K\/isual | Aesthetic resources

| D Proximity to residences

| Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation)
| ] Water resources (floodplains, river crossings)
'-| [J] Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors)
[ [] Historic and cultural sites

[ [] Radio or television interference

i ] Noise

| ;E\Health and safety
[] Other:

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of
| this project?

Hampton = Rochester = La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project
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[-025-001
— Your comment has been noted. Alternatives to the project will be

addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. The Draft

Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS website at:

If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses .
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on the Draft

of your property below:
F_Agricuiture [J Residential [ Conservation Easement Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its publication.
[ Commercial | Industrial [0 Other:

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.

We have G e fe Aeic i
fohich Runs  Lagallo] 4 He Aﬁf@;@oﬁf/

ﬁ/ﬂ/\\" ‘.Q)/a Ol"\é’_'*l/\a[‘@ VV\\\(‘?,;

In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recreational,

ect.) in the Project area and why?
2‘%{/ Lic wttuie I cw»/

veser| "L Fhie 07 il Lol e Tt
Coebidar N paT  pesds 7§ Lo make
t0 G L ST
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Hampton « Rochester « La Crosse 3845 kV Transmission Project

In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed?

Please tell us how to reach you.
CONTACT INFORMATI

Lee é“‘es@,\/ S
Representing (Optional):
Mailing Address: "S3p) 259 COW%, /gﬁ/ ol
City: §‘f [/KS y /4 »

Daytime Phone (Optional):

Name:

State:

Zip c°de5;’4 75

Public participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin permitting processes will be ongoing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing list, you
will be notified when opportunities to participate are being planned.

Please plan to continue your involvement in the process and provide your comments. We appreciate your
input.

1-025 Persons, Lee
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Hampton -

ComMENT Form

_Public Scoping Meetings

We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form
today or mail by June 29, 2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of
the project. Thank you.

Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the
mailing list, please check the box below.

[] Ido not wish to be on the project mailing list

Which meeting did you attend? /L)cvaﬂ'/»yv b /2] (f/‘?w,; L2 ‘2’@7)

Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.
Project Purpose and Need

Visual / Aesthetic resources

Proximity to residences

Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation)

Water resources (floodplains, river crossings)

Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors)

Historic and cultural sites

Radio or television interference

Noise

Health and safety )

Other:  J 5% if ot gom 4;1’7/-4 o /é‘/"pfg"ﬁ 2K S
Rlirss,. ~

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of
this project?

Lot é’//;a’%‘(ﬂ; 4 \///’ﬁfﬂ/‘)f/m &L {;/é/

FROEBEEZDEDEEBEEDOA

all Vil S el Gl ot XHf nilnrn
/{Wo JPocontian  pvan el et el P50,

3 eeg e S €z

z/ijé z%‘w.:ffuez. -é/,gj(,

ERp el ok P
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1-026-001

Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will describe, in detall, project purpose and need. The
justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the
Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.
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If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses
of your property below:

O Agriculture %Residential [0 Conservation Easement

[0 Commercial [0 Industrial [] Other:

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.

In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recreational,

ect.) in the Project area and why?

D> — : e S5ep  oam el I LA
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Hampton « Rochester

La Crosse 3456 KV Transmission Project

In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed?

fes

Please tell us how to reach you.

CONTACT INFORMATION

éz/z/%c—' Actaky

Representing (Optional): JQ‘%

Mailing Address: jfﬁefyj ) W kil /%/
City: Cf’,{pUM /F;’///f Slate:/ i,

Daytime Phone (Optional): Jﬁ 7) z63-57%

Name:

Zip Code: S5

Public participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin permitting processes will be ongoing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing list, you
will be notified when opportunities to participate are being planned.

Please plan to continue your involvement in the process and provide your comments. We appreciate your
input.

1-026 Rehard, Bruce
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1-027-001

Zz/

CovmMENT Form

_Public Scoping:Meeting

We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form
today or mail by June 29, 2008. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of
the project. Thank you.

Completing this form will automatically add you to our maifing list. If you prefer to not be on the
mailing list, please check the box below.

[] 1do not wish to be on the project mailing list

Which meeting did you attend? _ (s q 7/ X0 & o Cju,u:‘ ‘2 r—*a"}

Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.
Project Purpose and Need

Visual / Aesthetic resources

Proximity to residences

Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation}

Water resaurces (floodplains, river crossings)

Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors}

Historic and cultural sites

Radio or television interference

oooooooo o

Noise

i

Health and safety ﬂ,%g;—“
%&W‘m&ﬁ%e"ﬁﬂﬂi

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of

this project?

B P s Kesulbinde whbee. Brai oy, R
i il Aoty poo? Fmee flflé/?zr/w @ edoca] Crmifiirantioo— 7‘{'»"‘4‘- sy
Repoletle fiir, o I fofiso Zhe CAPKZEZe (o wmelres
i S S h s o Poierrty Cwegeme of mech o f The Popoleie
o e 54;@/6vz‘e [ "-7»;4/ Fhes /Ssee [Hes[ Lo
adldpessef ettt /jnl»»- SHedies  THaf toy .éwl/‘ efme/o/
eomiliniec Zhop LTF Y prcieny comie e DTty o
c) & gprairee " (Bermen
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Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and
livestock health and safety with regard to EMF will be addressed in the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.
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If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses
of your property below:

O Agriculture B/\Residential [J conservation Easement

[ Commercial O  Industrial [ other:

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.

Koo dotead  SrrrFie coce Thomnr [ o, fe g Awy sz

—r ST Lo 7;—«4,,15/@
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In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recreational,
ect.) in the Project area and why?
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1-027-002

Hiampton = Rochalster -

In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed?

L/'f—s' < bt feiTen a/efg;v/»ﬂ LHe  DprRels ZP ot /e)e,/_%
Thes j//u/ LRI r s ST

Please tell us how to reach you.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: ,/7/7/)@ & /ﬁ_////( (4

Representing (Optional): (‘JZ

Mailing Address: J.f‘/‘/f— 6/77 /? ﬁ?ﬂp

City: (/g onsoe Lotls State: /7 . Zip Code: 5227
Daytime Phone (Optional): 6/0 7/ 263 -5 "=

Public participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin permitting processes will be ongoing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing list, you
wifl be notified when opportunities to participate are being planned.

Please plan to continue your involvement in the process and provide your comments. We appreciate your
input.

1-027 Rehard, Bruce
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Your comment has been noted. Due to the transmission grid's
interconnected nature as well as to electricity's nature - it's generally
difficult to identify a specific source of electricity on the grid.

The proposed CapX2020 transmission lines will serve the region's
expected growth and help begin to meet Minnesota's Renewable Energy
Standard (RES), which requires utilities to deliver 25 percent of their
electricity from renewable sources by 2025 (Xcel Energy is mandated to
deliver 30 percent by 2020, with 25 percent from wind). Most of that
energy comes from wind turbines.
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We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form
today or mail by June 29, 2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of
the project. Thank you.

Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the
mailing list, please check the box below.

[ 1do not wish to be on the project mailing list

Which meeting did you attend? )0/0 Wl VI‘(),(,D m/l /J) ; \JlLﬂLQ/ /& 2007

Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.
O Project Purpose and Need
[ Visual / Aesthetic resources
m Proximity to residences
[ Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation)
ﬂ Water resources (floodplains, river crossings)
[] Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors)
[] Historic and cultural sites
w Radio or television interference
[ Noise
[] Health and safety
[] Other:

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of
this project?
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[-028-001

Your comment has been noted. Alternatives to the project will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. The Draft
Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its publication.

[-028-002
Your comment has been noted. Alternatives to the project will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses
of your property below:

w Agriculture w Residential [ Conservation Easement
a
[ Commercial [0 Industrial & Other: fln off ngﬂ gﬁ’ 7
Please describe any special uses or cir 1ces on your property that should be

considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.
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In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological) cultural, recreational,
ect.) in the Project area and why?
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I1-028-003

I1-028-004

In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed?

\les, , /4 was. Tt //ué% hat tﬂu inds Choias ote fuwp
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Please tell us how to reach you.

CONTACT INFORMATION ‘

Name: _Ponnu E /Roloinsoﬂ
Representing (Optional):
Mailing Address: | | ¥ /) | L)L—H"‘ )4‘\/9 IV U) .
city: (Ovpnpco state: V1)) Zip Cods” 740
Daytime Phone (Optional): _ S 07— 36 7-2/4/

Public participation for the Federal, Mil and Wi il will be ing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Projecl If you slgn up for the mailing list, you
will be notified when opportunities to participate are being planned.

Please plan to continue your involvement in the process and provide your comments. We appreciate your
input.

1-028 Robinson, Penny
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1-028-003

Your comment has been noted. The project is still in the development
and planning stages and the utilities are striving to provide the most up
to date information in a timely manner. Project information is updated
regularly on the project website, www.capx2020.com.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

[-028-004

Your comment has been noted. Access and terrain issues will be
assessed at a route level and with individual landowners. Alternatives to
the project will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.
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ComMENT Form

Public Scoping Meetings

| We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form

I today or mail by June 29, 2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of

[ the project. Thank you.

| Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the
mailing list, please check the box below.

[] !do not wish to be on the project mailing list

| Which meeting did you attend? U),&Mm LD

| Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.
| [ Project Purpose and Need

| H Visual / Aesthetic resources

| E Proximity to residences

| H Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation)

| [1 water resources (floodplains, river crossings)

i [ Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors)

f [] Historic and cultural sites

[ E’ Radio or television interference

| [ Noise

| [] Health and safety

i [ Other:

. What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of
I this project?

Hampton = Rochester = La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project

1-029 Sanborn, Jay Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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1-029-001

If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses

of your property below:
KResidential

Xj Agriculture

[1 Commercial |

[0 conservation Easement

Industrial [ other:

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.
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In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recreational,
ect.) in the Project area and why?

AR CoTURE | HlovaES | NATL AL ReSHREES
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[-029-001

Your comment has been noted. Alternatives to the project will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. The Draft
Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its publication.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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Hampton « Rochester « La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project

1-029-002

In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed?
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Please tell us how to reach you.
CONTACT INFORMATION

AN gAr\B N2
Representing (Optional):
Mailing Address: LFZ G| SN S’_ﬁi %‘t %

city: JMAreppn State: )
Daytime Phone (Optional): 0 ~ 95135933

Name:

Zip CodeSS NS

Public participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin permitting processes will be ongoing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing list, you
will be notified when opportunities to participate are being planned.

Please plan to continue your involvement in the process and provide your comments. We appreciate your
input.

1-029 Sanborn, Jay
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[-029-002
Your comment has been noted. Alternatives to the project will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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[-030-001

COMMENT FORM Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Public Scoping Meetings Statement will be available on the RUS website at:
) http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on the Draft
| We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the . . o . . .
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its publication.
| today or mail by June 29, 2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of
the project. Thank you.
| y
| Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the
| mailing list, please check the box below.
| [[] Ido not wish to be on the project mailing list
[ Which meeting did you attend? | ,-w/immv M. A.EJT D
[ Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.
| [l Project Purpose and Need
| [ Visual / Aesthetic resources
| Ef Proximity to residences
| A Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation)
| E/ Water resources (floodplains, river crossings)
_| B Biological resources (wildiife habitat, raptors)
[ [] Historic and cultural sites
| " Radio or television interference
l lﬂ/ Noise
| [A Health and safety
| [ Other:
| -
: What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of
| this /prcqect'7
1030001 | Zoivr pmpnkit / n(' vy e iy [ //Aaug
< /&nﬂi Abig o Jﬂ@; ot o ‘FKL \}q/*-(f‘ }
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If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses
of your property below:

O Agriculture [ Residential [0 Conservation Easement

[0 Commercial 1 Industrial [1 Other:

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.

In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recreational,
ect.) in the Project area and why?

1-030 Scherping, Rick
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Hampton « Rochester + La Crosse 3456 kY Transmission Rroject

In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed?

Please tell us how to reach you.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: QN\ Lz SCLLL'W[/D . Wﬁ

Representing (Optional):

Mailing Address: 37795 /—/Luy YA Q/uaﬂ
State: /{'/,/\

BUT- 787 673

= )
City: UN ;S DA Zip Code: 2o 15

Daytime Phone (Optional):

Public participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin permitting processes will be ongoing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing list, you
will be notified when opportunities to participate are being planned.

Please plan to continue your involvement in the process and provide your comments. We appreciate your
input.

1-030 Scherping, Rick

Appendix |
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=
[] Other:

CoMMENT Form

Public Scoping Meetings

We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form
today or mail by June 29, 2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of
the project. Thank you.

Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the
mailing list, please check the box below.

[[] !do not wish to be on the project mailing list

Which meeting did you attend? Loop WA me il
7

Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.
[] Project Purpose and Need

[] Visual / Aesthetic resources

j’ Proximity to residences
ﬁ?Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation)

[0 water resources (floodplains, river crossings)
[ Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors)
[J Historic and cultural sites
[] Radio or television interference
] Noise

Health and safety

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of

this project?
Do Mol USE Zpiwams Dempade ow  FPrivats [7ARwm lAard

Hampton « Rochester » La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project
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If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses
of your property below:
E’ Residential

ﬂ Agriculture

[0 Commercial (=]

0 Conservation Easement

Industrial ] other:

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.
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[-031-001

Your comment has been noted. Impacts to historic and archeological
resources affected by the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the
project website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.
Comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited
after its publication.

[-031-002

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

[-031-003

Your comment has been noted. Access and terrain issues will be
assessed at a route level and with individual landowners. Alternatives to
the project will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

[-031-004
Your comment has been noted. Cumulative Impacts will be addressed
in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-031-005
Your comment has been noted. Alternatives to the project will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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Hampton = Rochester - La Crosse 345 KV Transmission Project

I-031-006

In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed?
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Please tell us how to reach you.
CONTACT INFORMATION
Name: Tian Schrsa bsa

Representing (Optional):

Mailing Address: 4 §22%5 2% = Avz

City: _ Az T pp- State: M4 $S75¢ zip Code:
Daytime Phone (Optional): Go7-AS7 -355/

Public participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin permitting processes will be ongoing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing list, you

will be notified when opportunities to participate are being planned.

Please pian to continue your involvement in the process and provide your comments. We appreciate your

input.

1-031 Schreader, Jim
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[-031-006

Your comment has been noted. Due to the transmission grid's
interconnected nature as well as to electricity's nature - it's generally
difficult to identify a specific source of electricity on the grid.

The proposed CapX2020 transmission lines will serve the region's
expected growth and help begin to meet Minnesota's Renewable Energy
Standard (RES), which requires utilities to deliver 25 percent of their
electricity from renewable sources by 2025 (Xcel Energy is mandated to
deliver 30 percent by 2020, with 25 percent from wind). Most of that
energy comes from wind turbines.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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[-032-001

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://lwww.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing

| We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form

| today or mail by June 29, 2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

the project. Thank you. :
| PERLSERIEESE The project is still in the development and planning stages and the

| Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

mailing list, please check the box below.

[] Ido not wish to be on the project mailing list
| The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS

Which meeting did you attend? LAWYz ; :

I BEEE z website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
| Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting. the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

| [ Project Purpose and Need publication.

| [] Visual / Aesthetic resources

[ /B’Proximity to residences
| /Z Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation)

[-032-002
Your comment has been noted. Impacts to historic and archeological
| [0 Water resources (floodplains, river crossings) L . i i
: resources affected by the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft

| [0 Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors) .
e T — Environmental Impact Statement.
I Istoric anda cultural sites

| [] Radio or television interference
| [ Noise

| ﬂHealth and safety

[] Other:

|
What additional key issues should be addr d when ing the potential impacts of
| this project?
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If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses

of your property below:

Z Agriculture

[0 conservation Easement

% Residential

[1 Other: Livegteck

[ Commercial [l Industrial

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.

I'032'°°3| Divipe Cretoer FARM
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In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recreational,
ect.) in the Project area and why?
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1-032 Schreader, Jim
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1-032-003
Your comment has been noted. Impacts to historic and archeological
resources affected by the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement.

1-032-004

Your comment has been noted. Access and terrain issues will be
assessed at a route level and with individual landowners. Alternatives to
the project will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact

Statement.
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Hampton = Rochester = La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project

o P - pate s

In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed?

Please tell us how to reach you.
CONTACT INFORMATION

Name:  Jinn  Sch@ianca

Representing (Optional):
Mailing Address: __ 4§33 5 Q4o © Aus
City:  MAztppa State: it 65?5(0 Zip Code:
Daytime Phone (Optional): So7- §43-S566

Crw Se7? -RASF T PSE/

Public participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin permitting processes will be ongoing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing list, you
will be notified when opportunities to participate are being pl: d.

Please plan to continue your involvement in the process and provide your comments. We appreciate your
input.

1-032 Schreader, Jim

Appendix |
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